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FAC 1 AE. 


F ROM the firft appearance, in this city, of 
the contagious malignant, peſtilential or Yellow 
Fever, in 1793, the College of Phyſicians, 
agreeably to the principles of their inſtitution, 
ſanctioned by a charter from the legiſlature in 
1789, have uſed their beſt endeavours to check 
the progreſs and to guard againſt the future in- 
troduction of this dreadful calamity. To the 
repeated applications made to them, by the 
different departments of the State government 
on the ſubject, they have ever paid a prompt 
and reſpectful attention, and they now conceive 
it a duty incumbent on them, to publiſh a con- 
ciſe detail of their former proceedings, and to 
explain more fully their ſentiments on the nature, 
origin, and prevention, of this fatal diſeaſe. | 

About the latter end of July and beginning of 
Auguſt, 1793, a fever of a new and very alarm- 
ing nature prevailed in this city. It firſt appeared 
in Water ſtreet, between Mulberry and Saſſafras 
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ſtreets ; and all the caſes of this fever, were, 
for two or three weeks, evidently traced to this 
particular ſpot, A conſiderable part of the city, 

Northern Liberties, and diſtrict of Southwark, 
became gradually infected, and it was not until 
the coming of the froſt, that the diſeaſe ſubſided, 
after having proved fatal to nearly five thouſand 
perſons. 

The peculiarity of the ſymptoms, the remark- 
able inefficacy of remedies generally uſed for 
diſeaſes which commonly occur in the ſame 
ſeaſon of the year, with ſomewhat ſimilar ſymp- 
toms, its great mortality and contagious nature, 
ſufficiently evinced, that a very unuſual diſeaſe 
exiſted amongſt us; which was ſoon diſcovered 
to be what is called the Siam, in the French, 
and the Yellow Fever in the Britiſh Weſt 1 

The College met on the 25th day of Auguſt, 
to conſider what was neceſſary for them to do 
on the occaſion, and next day ſent to the mayor 
of the city, Directions for preventing the 
further Progreſs of the malignant Fever,” which 
were publiſhed. Theſe directions may be ſeen 
at large in a pamphlet entitled, Proceedings 
of the College of Phyſicians of Philadelphia, 
relative to the Prevention of the Introduction 
and ſpreading of contagious Diſeaſes, publiſhed 
in January, 1798, containing a regular account 
of all that had been done by the College on the 
occaſion. A copy of this publication was ſent 
to every member of the federal and ſtate legiſla- 
tures, and of the ſelect and common council of 
the city. Theſe directions plainly ſhew, that 


1 
the College regarded the diſeaſe as highly con- 


tagious and malignant. 


On the 5th day of November, a letter was 


received from the- governor of the ſtate, re- 
queſting information of the origin of the diſeaſe, 
the precautions beſt calculated to prevent its 
recurrence, and the proper means to be purſued 
to purify the city from latent infection. The 
College entered into a careful enquiry on this 
ſubject, and although they met with many 
difficulties in the inveſtigation, difficulties which 
generally occur on ſuch occaſions, and the ſo- 
lution of which would criminate thoſe perſons 
who are more immediately concerned, and who 
are the beſt qualified to give the neceſſary ac- 
counts, yet they obtained ſufficient information 
to offer the following anſwer to the governor, 
Ne. inſtance has ever occurred, of the diſeaſe 
called the Yellow Fever, being generated in this 
city, or in any other part of this ſtate, as far as 
we know ; but there have been frequent inſtances 
of its having been imported, not only into this, 
but into other parts of North America, and pre- 
vailing there for a certain period of time; and 
from the riſe, progreſs, and nature of the malig- 
nant fever, which began to prevail here about 
the beginning of laſt Auguſt, and extended itſelf 
gradually over a great part of the city, we are 
of opinion, that this diſeaſe was imported into 
Philadelphia, by ſome of the veſlels which arrived 
in the port after the middle of July. This 
ee we are further confirmed in by the 
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t 60.) 
various accounts we have received from the beſt 
authorities we could procure on the ſubject.“ 

The college alſo informed the governor of 
the beſt means to purify the city from latent 
infection, and offered their ſervices to co-operate 
with the legiſlature, in their endeavours to 
prevent, avert, or remove theſe dangerous 
calamities. 

On the ſecond day of December, 1794, a 
committee of the college was appointed to con- 
ſider the defects in the health laws, and to point 
out a proper remedy. On the report of this 
committee it was reſolved, that a memorial on 
the ſubject ſhould be preſented to the ſtate 
legiſlature, which was done accordingly, January 
26th, 1795. The principal objects of this me- 
morial were, a requeſt that medical characters 
might be appointed to affiit the conſulting 
phyſician of the port, to prevent the ſpreading 
of contagious diſeaſes when introduced amongſt 
us, and to authorize them to remove the diſeaſed 
and thoſe expoſed to contagion. Alſo that they 
ſhould be conſulted reſpecting the quarantine 
and purification of veſſels, and the conſtruQtion 
and regulation of the city hoſpital. 

So much attention was paid to this memorial, 
that the legiſlature, in the new health-law, 
paſſed this ſeſſion, empowered the governor to 
appoint four perſons, members of the college, 
to aſſiſt the conſulting phyſician, as recommen- 
ded, who were accordingly appointed in Auguſt 
following, and were invited to hold one meeting 
with the Board of Health ; but another law 
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was paſſed the ſucceeding ſeſſion, which excluded 


them from any further ſhare in the buſineſs. 

About the latter end of July, 1797, the 
malignant contagious fever again appeared in 
Philadelphia: and on the fifteenth of Auguſt 
a letter was received from the governor, requeſt- 
ing information concerning its exiſtence, and 
An opinion on the beſt mode of preventing 
the calamity threatened. The college immedi- 
ately directed their preſident to inform the 
governor, that ſuch a diſeaſe had lately appeared 
in Penn ftreet and its neighbourhood, and on 
the ſeventeenth of the month, in a letter to the 
governor, gave their opinion of the beſt mode 
of averting the threatened calamity, by firſt, 
preſcribing the methods for preventing the 
ſpreading of contagious diſeaſes when intro- 
duced, and ſecondly, by preventing their intro- 
duction. 

To attain the firſt of theſe purpoſes, they 
recommended ſtrict attention to cleaning and 
watering the ſtreets, habits of temperance, at- 
tention to cloathing, exerciſe, &c. to avoid in- 
tercourſe with the ſick, and to purify places 
ſuſpected or occupied by the ſick. 

For the ſecond purpoſe, they recommended 
a new law on the ſubject, which will be here- 
after recurred to. See next page. 

On the twenty-ſecond day of Auguſt, the 
Board of Health required the college to adopt 
and publiſh ſuch advice as would tend to check 
the progreſs of contagion. The college, accord- 
neh, on the twenty- fifth, furniſhed the board 
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with their ſentiments on the ſubject. Their 
plan conſiſted, generally, in ſepatuting the ſick 
from the well, great attention to cleanlineſs, free 
admiſſion of air, purification of bedding, cloath- 
ing, &c. by expoling them to the ſmoke of 
charcoal and ſulphur in cloſe rooms, the free 
uſe of lime and cold water, and the application 


| of the vapour produced by mixing oil of vitro] 


and faltpetre, in ſick rooms. 
October zoth, a letter was read from the 
ernor of the ſtate, requeſting to know, what 
meaſures ought to be purſued to purify the city 
from any latent infection, and what precautions 
were beſt calculated to guard againſt the future 


recurrence of a ſimilar calamity.” On the ſeventh 
day of November, a full anſwer to the gover- 


nor's letter was agreed on, and communicated 
fo him. This letter is here introduced as giving 
more fully the ſenſe of the college, on this very 
intereſting ſubject. 


SIR, 

We have duly conſidered your letter of the 
24th ult. and ſhall chearfully comply with the 
requiſitions contained therein. 

The meaſures to be purſued for purifying the 
city from any latent infection, are ſuch as we have 
heretofore recommended, viz. A ſtrict attention 
to eleanlineſs, waſhing, white- waſhing, and 
ventilating the infected houſes, bedding, and 
cloathing ; and fumigating them with c arcoal 
and ſulphur, or a mixture of oll of vitriol and 
faltpetre. Thefe, with the froſt, we believe, 


6 
will be found ſufficient entirely to deſtroy any 
latent contagion. 


But the latter part of your inquiry, viz. What 


precautions are beſt calculated to guard againſt 
the future occurrence of a ſimilar calamity, is 


an object of ſuch magnitude, as to demand a 


more particular reply. 
We have, on former occaſions, communicated 


our ſentiments on this head; but as you now 


inform us, that it is intended to eſtabliſh a foun- 
dation for future regulations, we willingly enter 
into the detail ; and though this will principally 
conſiſt of repitition, yet it may be uſeful to have 
our ideas preſented in one view for your con- 
ſideration. And as theſe ſentiments have been 
more fully confirmed by recent events, we are 
again induced earneſtly to recommend a ſtrict 
adoption of the meaſures we adviſed in our 
communication of Auguſt 18th, 1797, as being 
the beſt calculated to guard againſt the future 
introduction of contagious diſeaſes. We now 
recapitulate thoſe advices, with ſome additions, 
Let an entire new health-law be made, con- 
ſtituting a Board of Health, to conſiſt of five 
perſons, two of whom to be practitioners of 
phyſick. The ſmallneſs of the number will 
enſure reſponſibility, and a conſtant reſidence 
in the city; and the profeſſional knowledge of 
the medical characters will be neceſſary to aſſiſt 
in directing the meaſures of the board. Let no 
perſon whoſe private intereſt may be affected by 
quarantine laws, be a member of this board. 
Let a ſufficicat ſum of money, per annum, 
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be ſubject to the draughts of the board, who 
ſhall render to the Aſſembly a yearly account of 
their expenditures, Let this board fit daily du- 
ring the months of July, Auguſt, September, 
and October; and, during theſe months, let 
every veſſel from the Mediterranean, Coaſt of 
Africa, Weſt-Indies, and continent of America, 
to the Southward of Florida, perform an effectual 
quarantine. Let the cargoes of ſuſpicious veſſels 
be unloaded, and, with the veſſels, be purified 
at the iſland. 

Let a reſident phyſician, or health-officer be 
appointed, who ſhall never be abſent from the 
Uland during the above mentioned months, and 
a conſulting phyſician, who ſhall reſide at Phila- 
delphia. 

— the puniſhment of a maſter of a veſſel, 
who evades the law, by landing cargo, crew, or 
paſſengers, contrary to the intent and meaning 
of it, be the ſame as for murder of the ſecond 
degree. Let no veſſel of war ever be allowed to 
come above the fort. 

Let co-operative laws be procured from the 
avighbouring legiſlatures or from congreſs. 

Let the Board of Health have power, with 
the concurrence of the governor, to cut off the 
intercourſe with infected . perſons and places; 
let the long projected hoſpital be erected. 

Let the moſt diligent and ſcrupulous attention 
be given to cleaning and watering the ſtreets, 
gutters, and wharfs, throughout the city and 
liberties. 


Such are the precautions which we believe 


GEN 
beſt calculated to guard againſt the future oc- 
currence of calamities ſimilar to thoſe we have 
experienced. If further diſcoveries'ſhall happily 
add to our knowledge on this important ſubje&, 
we ſhall not fail to make ſuch communications 
to the governor without delay. 


By order of the College of Phyſicians; 
JOHN REDMAN, Preſident; 


1 Atteſt, 
THOMAS C. JAMES, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 7, 1797. | 


To his Excellency Thomas Miflin, Eſq. 
Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Pennſylvania. 


Although the college had now complied with 
every requiſition that had been made to them, 
yet, feclingly impreſſed with the magnitude of 
the ſubject, they judged it proper to preſent to 
the ſtate legiſlature their reaſons for believing 
the diſeaſe to be of foreign origin, hoping that 
the legiſlature would be induced to make ſuch a 
change in the health-laws, as might ſecure us 
from its future introduction. This memorial 
was accompanied with a narrative of facts, 
relative to the probable origin and progreſs of 
the malignant contagious fever which had lately 
appeared amongſt us. 

The memorial contains our moſt ſtriking 
reaſons for believing in the foreign origin of the 
diſeaſe, but for general information, it may be 
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uſeful, more fully to adduce our arguments in 
ſupport of theſe opinions, which have been till 
further confirmed by the circumſtances that 
have occurred during the laſt ſummer and au- 
tumn, accompanied with ſuch a ſtatement of 
facts, as we think cannot fail of producing 
conviction in every unprejudiced mind. 

Our aim is the inveſtigation and ſpreading of 
truth on this important ſubject. We are equally 
intereſted with our fellow- citizens, in diſcover- 
ing the means of averting ſo terrible a diſeaſe. 
A proper health-law for the purpoſe has not 
yet been applied, and unleſs ſomething more 
efficient be done upon the occaſion, our ſea- port 
towns may ſoon become uninhabitable. 

We ſhall give our reaſons for believing that 
the diſeaſe in queſtion is not of domeſtic origin, 
and we truſt they will prove convincing to our 
legiſlature, and to our fellow-citizens generally. 

When the deſtruQive peſtilence raged at 
Marſeilles in 1720, there were found phyſicians 
of eminence, who ſtrenuouſly maintained, that 
it was neither a contagious nor an imported 
diſeaſe.* They derived it from the poor diet 
of the lower claſs of the inhabitants; and al- 
though they ſaw the veſſel that brought it, and 
the moſt unequivocal and dreadful marks of 
contagion, yet they ſtill perſiſted in their firſt 
opinions. Similar contrarities of opinion pre- 
vailed at Meſſina in 1743, but efficient quaran- 


* See Acoount of the Plague, by Patrick Ruſſell, M. D. 


F. R. S. and Surgeon to the Britiſh Factory at Aleppo. Printed 
London, 1791. | 
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tine laws have ſince preſerved Marſeilles and 
Meſſina, from this deſtructive viſitant, although 
continually expoſed. , 

In the preſent year the city of Baltimore has 
been preſerved in a ſimilar manner, and we 
would aſk, Is the city of Boſton more expoſed 
by its ſituation to the generation of tropical 
diſeaſes than Baltimore? Where do we ſee the 
firſt appearance of our peſtilential fever? Is ir 
amongſt the marſhes to the South Weſt of our 
city, or in the neighbourhood of our wharfs ? 
Is it in the confined alleys; or on the ſalubrious 
banks of the Delaware at Kenſington ? ls it not 
always near thoſe places where veſſels from 
foreign countries are found ? 

Look at the diſeaſe itſelf ; does any fever of 
our country ever aſſume ſuch forms, or produce 
ſuch effects? Do our ſevereſt bilious fever ge- 
nerally terminate fatally in a few days ? Do they 
ſteal on inſenſibly, infecting one perſon after an- 
other in a family and in a neighbourhood ? Are 
they ever equally ſevere in ſeaſons ſo oppolite as 
1797 and 1798? Do not the rife, the ſymptoms, 
the progreſs and the termination of this fatal 
diſeaſe, demonſtrate that it is totally different 
from any thing we have been accuſtomed to ? 

But more particularly to examine the ſubject : 
our principal reaſons for believing that this 
diſeaſe does not originate amongſt us, are the 
following : 

Firft. It differs eſſentially from any other 
diſeaſe which is common to this country, and 
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agrees in its moſt eſſential ſymptoms, with what 
is called the Yellow Fever in the Weſt Indies. 
Secondly. It has been regularly traced to 
the vicinity of ſome veſſel or veſſels from the 
Weſt Indies; or to perſons or cloathing con- 
nected with them, | ©, 
The principal peculiarities of this fever ara, 
its contagious nature, the progreſs of the ſymp- 
toms, and the mortality conſequent on it. 
To endeavour to prove the contagious nature 
of this diſeaſe would, in our opinion, be equally 
uſeleſs as to prove the contagion of the plague. 
But in all our obſervation and practice, we know 
of no caſe where the autumnal bilious remittents 
of our country have proved contagious, We 
are aware that theſe are ſometimes attended with 
viglent and dangerous ſymptoms, but this ſtriking 
characteriſtic of contagion being always abſent, 
they never become an object of public dread or 
Concern, 
_ The characteriſtic ſymptoms of the diſeaſe are, 
enerally, a conſtant fever for about three days, 
which, in dangerous caſes, is followed by a 
ceſſation thereof. The concomitant ſymptoms 
of yellowneſs of the ſkin, and vomiting of black 
matter, which are ſo common in this fever, do 
ſometimes, though rarely occur in other diſeaſes, 
The mortality that enſues is ſuch as is common 
when peſtilential diſeaſes prevail, The general 
confuſion and deſertion of the ſick, naturally add 
to the fatal conſequences of theſe diſeaſes. 
As to the ſecond point, the origin of the fever, 
we may obſerve, that until the year 1793, no 


I 

doubts on this ſubject, as far as we know, had 
been promulgated in America. Doctor Lining, 
of Charleſton, South Carolina, one of the beſt, 
and the only American author who had then 
publiſhed on the ſubject, and who wrote in 1753, 
expreſsly informs us, that the yellow fever had 
prevailed in that city four times within twenty- 
five years, and that whenever it appeared there, 
it was eaſily traced to ſome perſon who was 
lately arrived from ſome of the Weſt India iſlands, 
where it was epidemical. 

It may not be improper here to remark, that 
very erroneous opinions on this ſubject have 
ariſen, from confounding this peſtilential fever 
with the malignant remittents of the Weſt Indies 
and America.” The difference ſtil! holds good, 
that theſe laſt are not contagious, if we may 
give credit to the writings and obſervations of 
phyſicians who have practiſed in the Welt Indies, 
added to our own. But the malignant fever 
which prevailed in this city in 1793, 1797, and 
1798, was always more or leſs ſo, according to 
circumſtances. * 

A ſtriking peculiarity, which does not occur 
in any other diſeaſe, attends the yellow fever in 
the Weſt Indies. The natives and perſons who 
have reſided long in thoſe iſlands, are very ſel- 
dom ſeized with this fever. It was likewiſe 
remarked, and it is a circumſtance that deſerves 
partieular attention, that very few, if any, of 
the Creole French in this city, ſuffered from 
the contagious malignant fever which prevailed 
here in 1793, 1797, and 1798, though the 
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( 16.) 


diſeaſe was introduced into their families; and 
children born in this country of Creole parents, 
died with it laſt autumn, while the parents and 
the children born in the Weſt Indies, were 


entirely exempt from it. To European French, 


Iriſh, and other ſtrangers, the diſeaſe was re- 


markably fatal. It is an obſervation founded 


in long and extenſive experience, and which 
admits not of an exception, that ſtrangers are 
the greateſt ſufferers from the diſeaſes of the 
country into which they migrate: were the 
yellow fever a diſeaſe of our country, the Creoles 
would probably have been among the firſt to 
experience its fatal effects; but as it is of Weſt 
Indian origin, and their conſtitutions are aſſimi- 
lated to it, they eſcaped it here as they do in 


their native country. The natives of the Weſt 


Indies being ſo ſeldom affected with the yellow 
fever, has given riſe and currency to the opinion, 
that it is not contagious in that country, and 


with reſpect to them the obſervation is well 


founded; but then it is as highly contagious; 
to Europeans and Americans in the ſea-ports 
of the Weſt Indies, as it is in this city when 
introduced here. [See Note A. in the Appendix. ] 

It is no new opinion that peſtilential fevers 
are generated in ſhips or tranſported; by them 
from one place to another ; and that when they 
are brought to a ſea-port, where the climate and 
ſeaſon” favour their ſpreading, they always do ſo 

The plague is checked by a great heat ** 
ſevere cold in the cities of Europe and Aſia. 


© 0 

We have full proof of the effect of cold upon 
the malignant contagious fever in North America, 

We have equal proof that efficient quarantine 
laws have latterly preſerved the ſea-port towns 
of Europe from the introduction of the plague ; 
and the example of Baltimore | Note B], in the 
preſent year, ſhews us what may be done in 
America in this reſpect. The inefhcacy of our 
own laws and regulations in this important 
matter is well known, and much regretted by 
all who have been concerned in their execution. 

Perhaps a more particular attention to the 
circumſtances of the fever of the preſent year, 
may place this ſubject in a clearer point of light. 

In the months of June and July laſt, twenty- 
ſeven veſſels arrived in this port from Cape 
Nichola Mole, Jeremie and Port-au-Prince, in 
the Iſland of Hiſpaniola or St. Domingo, places 
which had long been garriſoned by the Britiſh 
forces, and of conſequence more peculiar] 
adapted to the generation of peſtilential diſeaſes. 

It is a well known fact, that theſe places 
were evacuated in great haſte, and that a con- 
ſiderable number of American veſſels which lay 
there, were employed to tranſport the Britiſh 
garriſon ; and if we are to give credit to the 
facts related by Pringle, [Note C] Lind, [Note D] 
Brockleſpy, Young, Carmichael Smyth and 
others, contagion 1s not only generated in ſuch 
circumſtances, but for a long time retained, 
by cloathing, bedding, tents, and fails, even 
walls and timber. 

We have further proof that the yellow fever 


C 


e 


prevailed in thoſe ports while the above-men- 
tioned veſſels lay there. {Note E.] 

On the fifth day of July laſt, ſix or eight of 
theſe veſſels, having a large number of paſſengers 
on board, of courſe a quantity of cloathing, 
bedding, &c. brought off in the greateſt haſte, 
themſelves expoſed to all thoſe circumſtances 
which are generally allowed to produce contagi- 
_ ous fevers: in this ſituation they arrived at the 
fort, where they were detained on board for twenty 
days | Note F], an occurrence well adapted to 
heighten the violence of the contagion. On 
their arrival at the city, after this detention, 
they generally lay at the wharfs between Walnut 
and Spruce-ſtreets, [Note GJ. And it is well 
known, that at this part of the city the fever 
firſt appeared, about the latter end of July and 
beginning of Auguſt, and ſpread from thence to 
almoſt every other quarter. Theſe are faQts too 
recent and too generally admitted, ro require 
further proof. 

On the evening of the eighth of July, the 
armed ſhip Deborah, captain Edward Yard, 
arriyed at the fort from Jeremie. She buried 
eight perſons during her ſtay there and return 
{Note H], and ſent /i ſick to the marine hoſpi- 
tal, [Note IJ. She was one of thoſe employed 
to —— troops in the Weſt Indies, Note K ]. 
After a detention of ten days this veſſel came up 
to the city. We have been aſſured that ſome of 
her crew were brought up before her arrival. 
[Note L]. 

On the twenty-eighth of July, the Deborah 
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was moved to Kenſington, where ſhe was hove 
down. We can clearly trace the riſe and pro- 
greſs of the diſeaſe at that place to this veſſel, 

[Note M], and alſo the firſt appearance of it in 
ſome other parts of the city, to perſons who had 
been on board her. [Note N]. 

On the ſixth day of Auguſt, the college re- 
commended to the managers of the Marine and 
City hoſpitals, that all the veſſels lying between 
Walnut and Spruce ſtreets, ſhould be removed 
to a proper diſtance from the city ; inſtead of 
which they were diſtributed indiſcriminately to 
the other wharfs, except in one inſtance, moſt 
of them being ſent to the upper parts of the city, 

From the many ſources of contagion above 
enumerated, exiſting at the {ame time, and being 
ſo generally ſpread, it is not ſurpriſing that the 
diſeaſe had ſuch an extenſive operation; and it 


is to this extraordinary circumſtance that we alſo | 


aſcribe the introduction and prevalence of this 
diſeaſe at Cheſter, [Note O], Wilmington, and 
Marcus-hook. 

A diſeaſe ſo fatal and ſo deſtructive, has natu- 
rally directed the public attention to diſcover the 
means of preventing its future recurrence. And 
as men are generally inclined to aſcribe effects to 
ſurrounding circumſtances, ſo in the preſent 
caſe a variety of means have been ſuggeſted to 


prevent any future calamity of a ſimilar nature. 


But, when we reflect, that Philadelphia is one 
of the cleaneſt, beſt aired cities in the Union; 
that Kenſington, Cheſter, and Wilmington, enjoy 
all the advantages of country air; that no poſſible 
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improvement with reſpect to water or ventilation, 
can make our ſituation more eligible than that of 
theſe places; and particularly when we conſider, 
that. the ſituation of Wilmington precludes all 
idea of a defect of ventilation, and that New- 
York, being furniſhed with water brought from 


a diſtance, the bad quality of our water cannot 


be the cauſe. When we obſerve that our city 
has become more healthy by the ſalutary im- 


provements made in it, that the number of our 
common native diſeaſes, ſuch as autumnal remit- 


tents and dyſenteries, 1s greatly diminiſhed. 
When we allo obſerve that it is only in ſea- 
ports that this fatal peſtilential fever prevalls, 
why ſhould we refuſe, in this particular inſtance, 
candidly to deduce effects from cauſes, and to 
admit, that although local circumſtances may 


x favour the ſpreading of ſuch diſeaſes, yet, as 


they can always be traced to the ſhipping or its 
neighbourhood, or to perſons or materials con- 
ne&ed with ſhipping, that there are the ſtrongeſt 
reaſons to conclude that they are introduced from 
thence, 

From the preceding facts and 8 
we think the following concluſions may be juſtly 
drawn. 

That the contagious malignant fever which 
appeared in this city in the years 1793, 1797, 
and 1798, is eſſentially different from the bilious 
remittent fever of this climate. 

That the contagious malignant fever of thoſe 
years is eſſentially the ſame, with the diſeaſe 
called the yellow fever in the Britiſh, and the 
maladie de Siam, in the French Weſt India iſlands. 


( 21 ) 

That the — fever or maladie de Siam, 
prevailed in a very great degree in the different 
ports of Hiſpaniola, during the laſt year, and 
more particularly in Port- au- Prince, Jeremie, and 
Cape Nichola Mole. 

That a very great number of veſſels arrived at 
this city from thoſe ports, during the months 
of June and July, 1798. 

That this diſeaſe has been ſeveral times in- 
troduced into North America by contagion re- 
tained in the wearing apparel of perſons who had 
died in the Weſt Indies, although no perſon was 
ſick on board at the time the veſſel arrived in 
this country; and that we have demonſtrated, 
as fully as it is poſſible in a matter which is not 
obvious to our ſenſes, that the contagion of the 
fever of 1798, was imported from Jeremie, Cape 
Nichola Mole, or Port-au-Prince, in one or more 
veſſels, which arrived here in June and July laſt. 

That efficient quarantine laws, fimilar to thoſe 
exiſting in Italy, France, and other countries, to 
prevent the introduction of the plague into their 
commercial cities, are the only effectual means to 
guard againſt the future recurrence of a calamity 
which threatens us with total ruin. 

To conclude. We have, from the firſt appear- 
ance of this deſtructive peſtilence in 1793, to 
the preſent time, endeavoured to diſcharge our 
duty, by warning our fellow citizens of its ap- 
pearance, and by pointing out the means of 
checking its extenſion when introduced; by in- 
forming the legiſlature of the proper methods of 
preventing its return, by ſtrict quarantine laws 
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From the preceding facts and obſervations, 
we think the following concluſions may be juſtly 
drawn. 

That the contagious malignant fever which 
appeared in this city in the years 1793, 1797, 
and 1798, is eſſentially different from the bilious 
remittent fever of this climate. 
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That the yellow fever or maladie de Siam, 
prevailed in a very great degree in the different 
ports of Hiſpaniola, during the laſt year, and 
more particularly in Port- au- Prince, Jeremie, and 
Cape Nichola Mole. 

That a very great number of veſſels arrived at 
this city from thoſe ports, during the months 
of June and July, 1798. 

That this diſeaſe has been ſeveral times in- 
troduced into North America by contagion re- 
tained in the wearing apparel of perſons who had 
died in the Weſt Indies, although no perſon was 
fick on board at the time the veſſel arrived in 
this country; and that we have demonſtrated, 
as fully as it is poſſible in a matter which is not 
obvious to our ſenſes, that the contagion of the 
fever of 1798, was imported from Jeremie, Cape 
Nichola Mole, or Port-au-Prince, in one or more 
veſſels, which arrived here in June and July laſt. 

That efficient quarantine laws, fimilar to thoſe 
exiſting in Italy, France, and other countries, to 
prevent the introduction of the plague into their 
commercial cities, are the only effectual means to 
guard againſt the future recurrence of a calamity 
which threatens us with total ruin. 

To conclude. We have, from the firſt appear- 
ance of this deſtructive peſtilence in 1793, to 
the preſent time, endeavoured to diſcharge our 
duty, by warning our fellow citizens of its ap- 
pearance, and by pointing out the means of 
checking its extenſion when introduced ; by in- 
forming the legiſlature of the proper methods of 
preventing its return, by ſtrict quarantine laws 
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and internal regulations; and although our re- 


commendations have been too little attended to, 
yet we concetve it to be our duty again thus to 
publiſh our opinions on the ſubject in a more 
detailed and familiar manner, as well for the 


information of our fellow citizens at large, as of 


thoſe who are called to the very important office 
of legiſlation. In doing this we have no deſign 
of entering into or exciting contention ; our ſole 
aim is truth and the public good. 


Publiſhed by order of the College, 
JOHN REDMAN, Preſident. 


THOMAS C. JAMES, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, December 24. 1798. 
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Extract from Practical Obſervations on the treat- 
ment of acute diſeaſes ; particularly thoſe of the 
Weſt Indies. By Willam Wright, M. D. 
Fellow of the Royal College of Phyſicians of 


Edmburgh, and "of the Royal Societies of 


London and Edinburgh ; and Phyſician to the 
Forces in the Weſt Indies. From the Seventh 
Volume of Medical Facts and Gbſervations, 
publiſhed in London, 1797, dated Edinburgh, 
December, 1794. 


Sous late authors, who have written on Weſt⸗ 
India diſeaſes, have roundly aſſerted, that in tro- 
pical countries fevers are not contagious ; but 
whoever has had the care of crouded hoſpitals, 
of gaols, of ſhips of war, or of tranſports full of 
troops, muſt have ſeen numerous and fatal in- 
ſtances of contagion in the Weſt Indies; more 
eſpecially where cleanlineſs and free ventilation 
have been neglected. 

From cauſes of this ſort a moſt fatal and de- 
ſtructive diſorder broke out in the Weſt Indies 


—_— RO : 


24 APPENDIX. 


in 1793, and ſoon after in Philadelphia, viz. the 
yellow fever. Dr. Ruſh has claſſed this diſorder 
with remittents ; but every one who has prac- 
tiſed in the Weſt Indies, knows for certain, that 
the remitting fevers of warm countries are not 
contagious. From Dr. Ruſh's book, and from 
the numerous letters of my correſpondents, there 
remains not a doubt, in my mind, of the yellow 
fever being Typhus, exalted to a great degree of 
virulence from climate, ſituation, and other ad- 
ventitious circumſtances. 

The yellow fever has appeared in America at 
different periods, as we learn from Dr. Lining's 
paper in the Edinburgh Eſſays, Phyſical and 
Literary, Vol. II. and it was this ſame diſorder 
that committed ſuch havock among the troops, 
under Admiral Vernon, in 1741. 

The commencement of this fever, in Grenada, 
is dated from May, 1793, ſoon after the arrival 
of a Guinea ſhip from Sierra Leone, the crew 
of which had been ſo ſickly, that moſt of the 
ſailors died of the yellow fever, either in the 
voyage, or ſoon after the arrival of the fhip. It 
ſuddenly ſpread over the other Leeward iſlands, 
and from thence was carried to Philadelphia, 
Hiſpaniola, and Jamaica. 

The firſt account I received of this fever, was 
from Dr. James Clark, a phyſician of eminence 
in Dominica ; his letter to me is dated July 23, 
1793, and runs as follows: © I have been 
- haraſſed night and day, for a month paſt, by at- 

tendance on people ill of the yellow fever. Since 
its appearance in this iſland, it has already 
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carried off more than a hundred ſailors, new 
comers, and emigrants. In its progreſs it has 
been, and ſtill is, as quick and fatal as the plague; 


it often finiſhes its courſe in forty-eight hours; 
but if the lick get paſt the fifth day, they gene- | 


rally recover. 

All the letters I have had from my medical 
friends agree, that this fever is highly contagious, 
and that new comers are moſt ſubject to receive 
it; particularly ſuch as are young, or are ad- 
did ed to drinking ſpirituous liquors. Next to 
theſe are the nurſes and attendants on the ſick, 
who breathe the air in their chambers, or handle 
their bodies or bed- clothes. But ſuch as avoid 
infected houſes, or keep at a diſtance from people 
convaleſcents are no way ſubject to the yellow 
fever. It appears, alſo, that people of colour, 
and negroes, are in a manner totally exempted 
from this diſeaſe, except ſuch as are employed as 
houſe ſervants, and fare the ſame as white 
people. 

The Creole white: indobivts; and others who 
have long reſided in the iſlands, are, it ſeems, 
ſeldom attacked with this diſorder, unleſs under 
the circumſtances above-mentioned. But why 
the yellow fever ſhould: attack ſome, and not 
others, can ouly be accounted for in this way: 
that in order to receive or reſiſt contagion, men's 
bodies and minds muſt be in a particular ſtate; 
and that field negroes ſhould not be liable to it 
is to me inexplicable. They, however, have 
their epidemics, from which white . are 
exempted. | 
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I ir 3 
Extraft of a a letter from Foſeph Townſend to Dr. 
Grifftts, . dated Baltimore, TIP month, 
(December ) 6th, 1 798. 
1 find it will be beſt to forward thee, the 
following reſolution, to the operation of which 
our late enjoyment of good health is attributed.” 


Auguſt 1oth, 1798. AE 

Board of Health for the City of Bolkimuve, | 
 Refolved—That all veſſels arriving from any 
of the Weſt India Iſlands, loaded with coffee or 
other produce that may be liable to damage or 
efaction, be not permitted to come up into 
port, but that the cargoes thereof be diſcharged 
mto other veſlels while it remains in the river, 
and every neceſſary care extended to purify the 
fame before it be admitted into the city; and 
that the health officer be required to pay ee 

attention thereto. | 


On behalf of * Board, 
JOSEPH TOWNSEND, Clk. 


NorTs C. 

Orders coming ſoon after, to remove all the 
ſiek from Germany to Flanders, they were em- 
barked in bilanders, to be carried to Ghent; but 
where they did not arrive till the middle of De- 
cember. During this voyage, the fever having 
acquired new force by the confinement” of the 
air, by the mortifications and other putrid efflu- 
via; it became ſo virulent, that above half the 
number died in the boats; and many of the re- 
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mainder ſoon after their arrival. Its reſemblance 
to the plague was further evinced by this me- 
morable incident- A parcel of old tents being 
ſent on board the ſame bilanders with the men, 
were uſed by them for bedding ; theſe tents, in 
order to be refitted, were put into the hands of 
a tradeſmen at Ghent, who having employed 
twenty-three Flemiſh journeymen about the 
work, loſt ſeventeen of them by the diſtemper ; 
though they had no other communication with 
the infected.“ Pringle's Obſervations on the 
Diſeaſes of the Army, page 26. 


Nor D. 

© The infected ſhips were the Princeſs FIR 
lia, the Oxford, Shrewſbury, Medway, Dublin, 
and Neptune. The moſt vigorous contagion 
had invaded the two latter. It was ſaid, the 
Neptune had loſt one hundred and ſixty of her 
men iu a few months, and her report contained 
one hundred and thirty-three ſick. The ſurgeon 
had been ſeized with the yellow fever, but was 
recovered. 

The crew of the Cambridge, an healthy ſhip, 
enjoyed a good ſtate of health until ſome of them 
were ordered on board the Neptune, to prepare 
that ſhip for the dock, which was then in great 
diſtreſs for want of hands, moſt of her people 
being then at the hoſpitals. Three of theſe men 
belonging to the Cambridge, were brought 
into the hoſpital, one died, and another narrowly 
eſcaped with life, and I have reaſon to believe, 
that their other ſhipmates, who were employed. 
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in the Neptune, conveyed the fever to the Cam- 
bridge, as ſhe ſoon after ſent to the hoſpital leve- *© 
ral afflicted with the ſame fever. 

ee I would have it here obſerved, that this in- 
fection did not proceed from any fick perſon on 
board the Neptune; for during this period no 
ſick man was kept for an hour on board any of 
the ſhips, if the weather did permit to ſend him 
on ſhore. £ 

„ Beſides, in theſe ſhips, it was plain the in- 
fection could not proceed from a foul air. T hey 
were furniſhed with ventilators; and I have it 
from good authority that the Neptune was kept 
uncommonly clean and neat; and being a ſecond 
rate, a prodigious draught of air muſt have been 
admitted from her having three tier of ports; 
and when theſe ports were open, which was all 
1 the time ſhe lay at Spithead and in Portſmouth 
i harbour, while the contagion was ſo violent) the 
1 ventilation and renewal of the air, exceeded what 
could be effected in moſt other places. The diet 
of the people was freſh beef and broth with greens. 
| “The ſick apartment of the Neptune while 
at fea was on the lower gun- deck ſpacious and 
neat. Two ſcuttles were cut for the admiſſion 
i! of freſh air; the adjoining ports were alſo 
f opened, when it could be done with ſafety. It 
was waſhed twice a week with warm vinegar, 
and daily cleaned. 

bit practice of cleanlineſs and the benefit of the 
freſheſt air, did not however avail to remove this 
contagion';' which continued till the ſhip was taken 


into dock; and properly purified by fire and ſmoke. 
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After this operation, the ſhip and crew became 
perfefly healthy. Lind, on Fevers and Infection. 


. NoTE E. cher Area 
Letter from Dr. Stevens to Dr. Griffitts.. 

'S1R, During my reſidence in Santo Domingo 
and the Cape, I received frequent information 
that the yellow fever prevailed in almoſt all the 
ſea- port towns in the French part of Hiſpaniola, 
particularly at Cape Nichola Mole. It raged ſo 
violently at this latter place, and the mortality 
was ſo great, that it obliged the Britiſh to aban- 
don the poſt ſooner than they intended. About 
the ſame time this diſeaſe made its appearance in 
the harbour of St. Thomas, and was ſo deſtruc- 
tive to foreigners that it obtained the name of 
the plague from all thoſe who ſpoke of it. At 
Santo Domingo I ſaw ſeveral caſes of it, during 
the months of Auguſt and September. Theſe 
were entirely confined to American ſeamen, 
while the native inhabitants of the city were al- 
together exempt from it. The privateers which 
frequented this port loſt alſo ſeveral of their 
crew by this feyer, while they remained at 
anchor. 430 
mentioned to you that a ſimilar diſeaſe had 
broke out on board of the ſchooner Swift, at 
Porto Rico. The following are the facts re- 
ſpecting that veſſel, viz. On the 11th of laſt 
March ſhe ſailed from the Delaware, and, after 
touching at Tortola and St. Thomas, arrived at 
the City of Santo Domingo on the 13th of 
April, where ſhe continued until the 26th of 
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June, when ſhe went to the Cape, and returned 


again on the iſt of Auguſt, without touching at 
any other port. She remained at Santo Do- 
mingo until the 28th of October, and then ſailed 
for Porto Rico, where ſhe arrived on the 5th of 
November. She anchored at the entrance of the 
harbour at a conſiderable diſtance from any 
other veſſel. A ſhort time before ſhe left 
the city of Santo Domingo ſhe took on board, 
from a French Privateer that had been diſmantled, 
a quantity of rigging, ſails, guns and ammuni- 
tion, From the time that ſhe left Philadelphia 
until her arrival at Porto Rico the crew were 
healthy, except two of the ſailors who were 
affected with venereal complaints. The ſecond 
day after ſne anchored at this latter port, the 
mate and one of the ſailors began to complain, 
and the greateſt part of the crew, together with 
the eaptain, were ſucceſſively attacked. The 
two firſt died, after a ſhort illneſs, and one of 
the others during her paſſage to America. The 
captain eſcaped in conſequence of being brought 
on ſhore and carefully attended, at the com- 
meneement of the diſorder. When ſhe arrived 
at Porto Rico, and during her ſtay there, both 
the harbour and city were remarkably healthy, 
and. her crew had little or no communication 
with either the ſhore or the ſhipping. Theſe 
are all the facts which have come to my know- 
ledge reſpecting the exiſtence of this diſeaſe in 
the Weſt Indies, during the laſt ſuminer and fall. 
I xemain, Sir, with due reſpect, yours, &c. &c. 

„ EDWARD STEVENS. 
Walnut Street, Dec. 29th, " | 
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| Norr . 
Sec the Qaily pe papers at that time. | 


[Norte G. 


The information referred to was procured 
from the health office. 


NoTz H. 
Depoſition of the captain of the Deborah, pro- 
cured from the health office. 


| Queſtions to be propoſed to maſters or commanders 
of veſſels, coming fo, af the health Mee on State 
„ | 
What is the name of this veſſel 535 

A: Ship Deborah. 
Q. 2. What is the name of the brd 

A. Edward Yard. 
Q. 3. Where does your veſſel belong to? 

A. Philadelphia. 
Q. 4. How many men belong to this veſſel? 
A. Thirty- ſeven. 8 

5. How many paſſengers have you 

brought with you? are they now all on board? 
and if not, where were they landed ? 

A. F ifty-eight on board, landed none. 

Q. 6. When did the veſſel enter on hes 
voyage ? 

A. 7th February. | 

Q. 7. At what port have you taken in the 
cargo, which you have now on board ?—and 
when did you fail from the ſame? 

A. Port-au-Prince and Jeremie; left Jeremie 
24th of June, 


———_  _—_— 
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Q. 8 What does your preſent cargo conſiſt of ? 

A. Sugar, coffee, and cocoa. | 

Q. 9. What ports or places have you touched 
at {ſince you have taken your laſt ergo and 
when did you leave them? 

A. None. 

Q. 10. Have you touched at any * ports, 
places, or iſlands, during your voyage? 

A. 1 

. How were the inhabitants and 1 
* Cs to the ſhipping of the port you 
have left or touched, at, during your * ? 
Were they healthy, or not? 

A. Healthy on fhore, but ſickly in the 8 

Q. 12. Have you brought Wich you all the 
crew which you have taken out? if not, what 
has become of them ? 

A. Brought all the crew * but thirteen, 
eight left me. 

'Q. 13. Have you loſt any perions by diſeaſes 
during your voyage? if ſo, when, in what . 
and what was his or their complaint? 

A. Loſt ſive with the dyſentery, the firſt at 
Jeremie, and. the laſt an. June, ſeamen and 
three paſſengers. 

Q. 14. Have you any wearing apparel or bed- 
ding belonging to deceaſed perſons on board? 

A. Part of the wearing apparel of the above» 
mentioned five perſons, the reſt was ſunk at ſea. 

Q. 15. What veſſels have you met at ſea, 
3 your laſt paſſage? what port were they 
from? have you ſent your boat on board of 
them, or did they ſend their boats on board of 
your veſſel? had they any ſick on board? 
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A. Boarded the floop Friendſhip, all well, 
Q. 16. Yourſelf, your people and paſſengers, 
are they all now in good health ? 


A. All well on board, but one negro woman, 


with a fever and lax. EDWD. YARD. 
July 8th, 1798, Six o*Clock, P. M. 


Sworn, JAMES HALL, Reſidit. Phyn. Port. 

T wo ventilators were "uſed on board the ſhip 

Deborah for eight days. JAMES HALL. 

Mr. WILLIAM ALLEN, Health Officer, 
215 No. 32, Walnut Street. 


Norz 4 


Health Office, 26th Dec t598; 
SIR, after you left the office I found the Stew- 
ard's return of the number of ſick perſons landed 
from the ſhip Deborah at the marine hoſpital : 
their-names and time of admiſſion are as follow: 
A French black girl adm*, 8 July Wm, Wallworth, admd. 10 July 


John Lincoln, - 9 do Jonathan Farnham, 11 de 
Robert Stone, 9 do Robert Price, 11 do 


The above ſtatement may be relied on as accurate. 
. I am, Sir, your obedient ſervant, 


WV. NESBITT, Clerk. 
DR. GRIFFITTS. 


Nor E K. 

* On the 12th Auguſt, John Lewis, mate of 
the Deborah, informed me that ſhe loſt ſeven 
perſons with fever on board during her paſſage, 
and one by accident, and that ſhe had been em- 
ployed as a tranſport in the Britiſh ſervice, pre- 


vious to her taking in her cargo at Jeremie. 
Extract of a Letter from Dr. Currie to Dr. Wiſtar. 
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8 _ Norte L. . 
Mr. Thomas Town, citizen of the Northern 
Liberties, related to Dr. Wiſtar, that on the iſt 
of Auguſt, 1798, he ſaw Alexander Philips, late 
of Water ſtreet, taylor, in Second ſtreet, oppoſite 
the houſe of Meſſrs. Hamilton and Son, and in- 
quired of him whether it was true (as reported) 
that he had brought up privately ſome ſick men 
from the ſhip Deborah, ſoon after her arrival in 
the river, and had el ten dollars for ſo 
doing; and that Philips replied, that he had 
brought up two or three in one or two boats. 
Mr. Town believes he ſaid that he had gone 
down as low as Marcus Hook. Philips ſaid he 
had taken ſome of them to his own houſe, and 
that one was dead. He added that he was ſorry 
it had been done ; that he was fick himſelf, but 
hoped his complaint would turn out a cold. 
He ſtated that he had done it as an act of 
friendſhip, in return for favours received. 
On the Saturday morning following, Mr. 
_ Town was invited to Philips's funeral. | 
_ THOS, TOWN, 


CASPAR WISTAR, Jun. 
Nov. 16th, 1798. 


be following paper was given to Dr. William 
Currie, by Mr. Joba Purdon. 


1 Mr. Purdon ſays that on the afternoon of the 
. 1ſt. or 2d. day of Auguſt, being at the houſe of 
4 Mr. Alexander Philips, in Water ſtreet, he was 

informed in the courſe of converſation by Mr. 
. Philips, that he himſelf had gone down to a ſhip 
1 at the fort, and brought from thence one of his 
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old lodgers, then ſick, to his own houſe in Water 
ſtreet. Mr. Purdon obſerved to him with horror 
and aſtoniſhment that he had aQted very wrong, 
and immediately departed from his houſe. Mr. 
Philips on that day was apparently in perfect 
health ; on the Saturday night following he was 
a corpſe. Mr. Purdon was not informed by 
Mr. Philips from what ſhip. he had conveyed 
the ſick man, but by Mr. Ifhac Milnor, a few- 
weeks after, that it was from the ſhip Deborah, 
and on the ninth night of her quarantine. 


| NorE M. 
Extract of a Letter from Doctor Daniel de 
Benneville to Dofor Grifitts. 


I ſhall now proceed to mention a few of the 
early caſes of yellow fever, that occurred in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the wharf where 
the ſhip Deborah lav. The ſhip Deborah ar- 
rived at George Eyre's wharf, in Kenſington, 
on the 28th day of July, and remained there 
until the 8th day of Auguſt following. 

Joſeph Streeton, the firſt victim in Kenſington, 
was on board the ſhip Deborah July 21ſt, 1798, 
- whilſt the lay in the city, was taken ſick July 
29th, and died Auguſt 3d. 

James Porter, an apprentice boy of Joſeph 
Griſe, who lived next door to Streeton's, was 
taken ſick Auguſt 1ſt, and died Auguſt 12th. 

James Aſhmore, an apprentice lad of William 
Yard's, whoſe dwelling-houſe is oppoſite the 
wharf where the ſhip lay, and who had worked 
on board while ſhe lay in the city, about the 
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18th or 20th of July, was taken ſick Augult 2d, 


and died Auguſt 1 5th. 

James Kerr, George Adams, Simons, 
apprentiee boys of William Vard's, who worked 
on board the ſhip, were all taken ſick a few days 
after the firſt appearance of indiſpoſition in 
J. Aſhmore,” their fellow e e and all 
recovered. | 

"Two boring men of che name of Sutton, 
who worked on board the ſhip, were taken ſick 
Auguſt 4d, one of whom died ; the other re- 
covered. 

Samuel Baker, whoſe dwelling-houſe is directly 
oppoſite the wharf where the Deborah lay, was 
on the wharf July 31ſt, when his noſtrils were 
aſſailed with a very offenſive ſtench from the 
ſhip, out of which, the people who worked on 
board were heaving ſome lumber, and which 


inſtantly induced him to leave the wharf, was 


taken ſick Auguſt 3d, and recovered. 

Daniel de Benneville, who rode by the wharf 
in his chaiſe daily for a week before his indiſ- 
poſition, and for three days previous walked 
twice or thrice a day on the banks, nearly oppoſite 
the wharf where the ſhip lay, the wind blowing 
directly from the ſhip, wafting a diſagreeable 
ſtench, which he obſerved to Emanuel Eyre, 
the elder, who was in comany; and which pro- 
duced a violent nauſea, in conſequence of which 
he left the ſhade on the bank, returned to his 
houſe, and took ſome lavender water and loaf 
ſugar, but without any effectual relief, until he 
cjected the contents of his ſtomach, with a large 
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proportion of bile, by vomiting ; he was taken 
ſick Auguſt 5th, and recovered. 

Catharine Pecky ( Daniel de Benneville's hopſe- 
keeper) was taken ſick Auguſt 7th, eleven o'clock, 
A. M. and died Augult 19th. 

Elizabeth de Benneville (wife of Daniel de 
Benneville) was taken ſick Auguſt 7th, P. M. and 
recovered. 

| Joſhua Baker (ſon of the aforeſaid Samuel 
Baker) who had been on board the Deborah, 
was taken ſick Auguſt gth, and died Auguſt 1 5th. 

Jacob Miller, who lived about 300 yards from 
the ſhip, and daily walked by the wharf to his 
work, was taken Aug. gth, and died Aug. 15th. 

Jane Newman (daughter of the widow Mary 
Newman), who lived nearly oppoſite the wharf 
where the ſhip lay, was taken ſick Auguſt 16th, 
and died Auguſt 25th. 

Suſannah Baker (wife of the aforeſaid Samuel 
Baker), was taken ſick Auguſt 12th, and died 
Aug uſt 22d. | 

Sarah Eyre (daughter of Manuel Eyre), was 
taken ſick Auguſt 15th, and recovered. 

Charlotta Yard (wife of William Yard), was 
taken ſick Auguſt 15th, and recovered. 

Jacob Fawns, who worked on board the ſhip 
Deborah whilſt ſhe lay at Kenſington, was 
taken ſick and recovered, 

Three apprentice boys belonging to George 
Eyre, who worked about 100 yards from the 
Deborah, were all taken ſick, one of whom died, 
and the reſt recovered. 


Cæſar Maul, a negro lad living with Daniel 


— . Jeawvo cram - 
A 
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de Benneville aforeſaid, was taken fick Auguft 


19th, and recovered; 

John M*Curdy was taken ſick whilſt working 
on' board the Deborah, and recovered. 

Thomas Norris, who worked on board the ſhip 
Deborah from two days after ſhe arrived, until 
ſhe ſailed, was ſeized, whilſt working on board, 


with a violent nauſea, pain in his head, loins, 


and extremities, was relieved by ſevere vomitting 

and {weating, that enſued the night following, 

and felt no manner of indiſpoſition thereafter. 
Henry Underwick, William Moore, George 


Jenny, and Allen Robinett, who worked on 


Doughty's wharf, about 100 yards from the ſhip 
Deborah, whilſt ſhe lay at Kenfington, were all 


taken ſick about the latter end of Auguſt and the 


beginning of September, and died. 

I have been ſo repeatedly interrupted in this 
bufineſs, that neceſſity obliged me to do it in 
haſte, and with a pre-occupied mind. The 
people here are in the day time .employed in 
their ſeveral occupations, that I have been obliged 
to take the evening and beſt part of the night, 
to obtain correct intelligence on this ſubject, and 
that at intervals : which of courſe has taken longer 


time to effect my purpoſe ; and which you will 
excule. 


With unfeigned Eſteem, 
I am your's, 


DANIEL DE BENNEVILLE. 
Kenfington, Nov. 27th, 1798. 
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| | NoTs N. | 

Mr. Ralſton was attacked with the fever Jul 
25th. On the 29th I firſt viſited him, he died on 
the 3oth. He was at work on board the ſhip 
Deborah the three days immediately preceding 
the attack. | 

A Mr. Beaty, who aſſiſted to nurſe him, was 
attacked Auguſt the 1ſt. I attended him two 
days, he was then removed from near the hay 
ſcales, North Front ſtreet, to a ſmall alley in 
North Seven ſtreet, where, I was informed by 
his brother, he died a few days after. 


RE Sort J. PROUDFIT. 
Dr. GRIFFITTS. | 


John Butcher, a ſeaman reſiding in Mifflin's 
alley, worked nine days on board the Deborah, 
firſt at Race ſtreet wharf, then at Kenſington ; 
until he was taken fick on the 2d Auguſt laſt. 
Being oppoſite my laboratory, his wife requeſted 
I would call and fee him. He appeared to me 
to have the ſymptoms of the yellow fever. He 
was immediately bled plentifully, and briſkly 
purged; he recovered in two or three days. 
Dr. Proudfit alſo viſited him, and was of the 
ſame opinion, 

This being in the evening of the 3d Auguft, 
and the health' office ſhut, I requeſted Captain 
Lawler to inform the Board thereof, who next 
morning ſent Dr. Duffield to viſit him; when 
Butcher, by the operation of the above remedies, 
was ſo much better, that Dr. Duffield doubted 
his having the diſeaſe, Yet the impreſſion was 


/ 
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ſo great on my mind, that I immediately ſent 
my children. to the country. I am ſtill of the 
opinion, that he was the firſt who brought the 
fever into Mifflin's alley, where it was ſo fatal. 


GEORGE HUNTER. 
Philadelphia, December I, 1798. . 


NN OTE O. 

Dear SiR—lT met Davis Bevan in Second 
ſtreet, who informed me, as a proof of the Debo- 
rah's being an unhealthy veſſel, that ſeven boys of 
Cheſter went in a boat to ſee a comiatle on board, 
ſtaid with him an hour or two, and returned: 
that in two or three days, ſix of them were 
taken ill of a fever, ſuppoſed to be the yellow 
fever, and that five of them died in leſs than ten 
days. He ſaid he would take his oath of this 
fact, if required. 

1 think 1 am accurate, for it appeared to me a 
ſtrong confirmation of the Deborah's importing 
the yellow fever of 1798. 

; Your's reſpectully, 


5 W. SHIPPEN, junr. 
Dr. GRIFFITTS. £1 


December 26, 1798. 


FINIS. 


